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People gather in New Delhi, the capital of India, to take part in a silent protest and to pray for the woman who died

On January 7, fi ve men were taken to 
a court in Delhi, in India. There they 
were formally charged with the abduc-
tion, rape and murder of a 23 year old 
woman. What happened to the woman 
has shocked people in India and others 
around the world. It led to street protests 
in cities, towns and villages across the 
country. Many believe that the incident 
has highlighted the need to make India a 
more equal place for women.

On December 16, the woman, who 
was a physiotherapy student, and a male 
friend went to see a movie in South 
Delhi. They left the cinema about half 
past nine in the evening and looked for 
a taxi to get home. Unable to find a taxi 
they decided to take a bus. However, un-
known to them, the vehicle they got onto 
was not an official bus.

Inside were the driver and five other 
men. As the bus drove off, the men, 

who had been drinking, started to tease 
the woman and her friend. He was then 
beaten and knocked unconscious. The 
gang then attacked and raped the woman 
while the bus continued to drive around 
the streets. The bus had tinted windows 
and curtains. Anyone on the street would 
therefore not have been able to see what 
was happening inside.

After the attack the gang threw the 
woman and the man out of the moving 
bus. A passer-by found them by the side 
of the road. The police were called and 
the two were taken to the hospital.

The woman had very serious injuries 
and had to have three emergency opera-
tions. However, she was still able to tell 
police officers what had happened. Her 
friend was allowed to leave the hospital, 
as he was not so badly hurt. Within a few 
days the police had arrested the five men 
and the bus driver.
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Most people were shocked and 
angry when they heard what had 
happened. Yet some say that attacks 
on women in India, most of which 
are never reported, are not uncom-
mon. This, they claim, is because 
the police often ignore them and at-
tackers are rarely punished. What’s 
more if women are intimidated or 
attacked they often feel too ashamed 
to talk about what happened to them. 
Some people say that, in India, most 
attacks on women are carried out by 
members of the women’s own fami-
lies or people they know.

One of the candlelight vigils

On December 21, a large street 
protest was held at India Gate, in 
the center of New Delhi, the capital 
city. Another crowd of people gath-
ered outside the parliament building 
and the home of the prime minis-
ter, Manmohan Singh. Some of the 
protests became violent. Cars were 
overturned and the police used wa-
ter cannons and tear gas to get the 
protesters to leave.

Later,  there were complaints that 
the police had used too much force 
against the demonstrators. In the 
following days the police blocked 
some of the roads and closed several 
underground, or subway, stations. 
This was done to stop crowds gath-
ering near the parliament and other 
government buildings.

Most of the protesters were 
women and younger people. Yet the 
demonstrations were not just about 
what had happened to the woman 

who was attacked. Many people 
were protesting about traditional 
Indian society within which, they 
claim, women often suffer from dis-
crimination and are treated as if they 
are inferior to men.

To millions of people in India the 
attack on the student has become a 
symbol of the mistreatment of many 
women in Indian society.

Other protests were held 
throughout the country. Many were 
arranged by organizations that are 
run by women. Thousands of people 
took part in a silent march through 
the city of Kolkata.

A few days later, the prime minis-
ter spoke on live television. He said 
that violent protests would not help. 
He asked people to stay calm and said 
that changes would be made to im-
prove the safety of women in India. 

Many members of the Indian par-
liament demanded that the men ac-
cused of attacking the woman be se-
verely punished. Some suggested that 
they should be given a death sentence 
and hanged.

On December 26, officials at the 
hospital where the woman was be-
ing treated decided to move her to 
Singapore. She was taken on a spe-
cial plane. Her parents traveled with 
her. The officials said that the move 
to a Singapore hospital was neces-
sary as its doctors would be able to 
give her special treatment. Howev-
er, three days later it was announced 
that she had died of her injuries.

Her body was flown back to India. 
The prime minister and Sonia Ghan-
di, the leader of India’s governing 
Congress Party, were at the airport 
when the plane arrived. That evening 
tens of thousands of people attended 
candlelight vigils, which were held 
all over the country. Many said that 
they took part as a way of showing 
both their sorrow and anger.

The woman’s funeral was held 
soon afterwards. Her body was 
cremated. Later,  her ashes were 
scattered in the Ganges River. As a 
sign of respect many organizations, 
hotels and clubs canceled their New 
Year’s Eve parties and celebrations. 
Some of her friends said that the 
woman was engaged to the man 
who had also been attacked. They 
were planning to marry in February.

In India the legal system often 
works very slowly. It is not unusual 
for it to be many years before those 
accused of crimes are put on trial. 
Yet many people have demanded 
that the trial of the men, who were 
arrested for attacking the woman, 
takes place as soon as possible.

Recently, the government set up 
some new “fast-track” courts where 
certain trials are completed very 
quickly. One of these will be used for 
the trial of the five men. The govern-
ment has also said that some of these 
new courts would now be used just 
for trials of people who have been 
accused of attacking women.

Most police officers in India are 
men. In cities such as New Delhi it 
is not unusual for there to be no po-
licewomen in police stations at cer-
tain times. Most agree that women 
are more likely to report attacks on 
them if they can speak with a police-
woman. The government has there-
fore announced that there will be 
policewomen at police stations at all 
times. More women police officers 
will also be recruited.

The name of the woman who died 
has not yet been released. This is 
because Indian law protects the vic-
tims of sex crimes by not allowing 
them to be named. However, some 
government ministers have recently 
suggested that the woman’s name 
should be released so a new anti-rape 
law can be named after her. 
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

On January 6, a government offi cial 
in South Africa announced that his 
country would send around 400 sol-
diers to the Central African Republic 
(C.A.R.). Several other African na-
tions also have hundreds of troops in 
the country. Many have recently been 
sent to help the C.A.R.’s army stop 
an anti-government, or rebel, force 
from getting close to Bangui, the 
capital city.
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Like several other countries in 
North Africa the C.A.R. is a former 
French colony. It became an inde-
pendent nation in 1960. Since then 
the country has had many problems 
and there has been frequent fighting.

In 2003, with help from Chad, 
François Bozizé seized control of 
the C.A.R.. Since then he has won 
two presidential elections. Between 
2004 and 2007 there was a rebel-
lion in the north of the country. The 
fighting ended when Mr. Bozizé ar-
ranged a peace agreement.

The C.A.R. is one of ten member 
countries of an organization called 
Economic Community of Central 
African States (ECCAS). For sev-
eral years other ECCAS countries 
such as Gabon, the Republic of 
Congo, Chad, Angola, and Camer-
oon have sent troops to the C.A.R.. 
Their job has been to try to help keep 
peace in the country. France has also 
kept several hundred soldiers in the 
capital city.

At the beginning of December, 
fighting broke out again. A group 
called the Séléka Coalition seized 
control of some northern areas. Sé-
léka, which means “alliance” in the 
local language, is made up of several 
anti-government, or rebel, groups. 
Its leaders claim that Mr. Bozizé has 
not kept some of the promises that 
he had made in the peace agreement 
of 2007.

The rebels quickly captured sev-
eral important towns including Bria 
and Sibut. Later,  they began to ad-
vance towards the capital city.

At the end of December, Mr. 
Bozizé asked France and the U.S. for 
help. François Hollande, the president 
of France, arranged for more French 
troops, which were based in other 
North African countries, to go to the 
C.A.R.. However, Mr. Hollande says 
that the French soldiers’ job is to pro-
tect French citizens who live in the 
country. He insists that they are not 
there to support Mr. Bozizé.

Other members of ECCAS and 
South Africa have agreed to send 
extra soldiers. Jacob Zuma, the 
president of South Africa, says that 
South African soldiers have only 
been sent to the C.A.R. to help to 
train its army.

François Bozizé president of the  C.A.R.

The C.A.R. and ECCAS mili-
tary forces have control of Damara. 
This town is about 46.5 miles (75 
kilometers) to the north of the capi-
tal city. On January 2, the ECCAS 
military commander warned the 

rebels not to attack Damara or come 
any closer to Bangui.

Both sides then agreed to take 
part in peace talks. These began on 
January 8, in Libreville, the capital 
of Gabon. Mr. Bozizé says that he 
is willing to form a new government 
that would include some of the rebel 
leaders. He also said that he would 
not stand again when the next elec-
tions are held in 2016. However, the 
rebel leaders are insisting that he must 
resign, or step down, immediately. 

WILDFIRES IN AUSTRALIA

Wildfi res have broken out in several 
parts of Australia. The fi res have 
forced many people to evacuate 
their homes and hundreds of build-
ings have been destroyed.

In Australia wildfires are known 
as bushfires. They are not unusual 
and often break out during the sum-
mer months. There are more bush-
fires in the south eastern part of 
Australia than anywhere else in the 
world. Usually teams of firefighters 
are able to control them.

However, since the beginning of 
January there has been a heat wave 
in many parts of Australia. On Janu-
ary 7, the average high tempera-
ture across the whole country was 
104.5ºF (40.3ºC). This was a record. 
Some of the hottest places have 
been in the southeast.

As well as being very hot and 
dry there have been strong winds. 
These caused some of the fires to 
spread quickly. The winds can also 
blow burning embers high into the 
air. These can then start other fires 
where they fall back to the ground.

On January 5 and 6 one of the 
worst affected areas was on the is-
land of Tasmania. There several 
towns and villages were destroyed. 
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Around 1,200 people had to be res-
cued by boat after they moved to 
local beaches to avoid the flames. 
Some main roads could not be used 
as bushfires were burning on both 
sides of them.

On January 7, Julia Gillard, the 
Australian prime minister, visited 
some of the places that were worst af-
fected by the fires. She announced that 
the government would provide help 
to those who had lost their homes.

Bushfi re in Australia

People have been ordered to 
leave all national parks and forests 
and there is a ban on lighting any 
type of fire. Senior fire officials 
have warned that the high tempera-
tures and winds mean that many 
more fires could break out. Evacu-
ation centers have been set up for 
those people who live in places that 
may be threatened by the flames.

More people live in New South 
Wales than any other Australian 
state. On January 8, it was reported 
that emergency workers were trying 
to put out 130 different fires in New 
South Wales. Of these around 30 
were said to be out of control.

Weather forecasters predicted 
that temperatures would become 
cooler for a time. This, fire officials 
say, should help to reduce the num-
ber of bushfires. Yet in the coming 
weeks the heat is expected to return.

This year’s wildfires in Austra-
lia are the worst since 2009. Then, 
173 people died and at least 2,000 
homes were destroyed. 

CORRECTING THE KILOGRAM?

Scientists believe that, ever since it 
was created in 1875, the “standard 
kilogram” has been getting slightly 
heavier. Now a team of researchers 
from Britain say that they have dis-
covered a way of “cleaning” it. This, 
they believe, would mean that it 
would be exactly the same as it was 
when it was made 137 years ago.

The kilogram is a measurement 
of weight (mass, as scientists call 
it) used in many parts of the world. 
“Kilo” comes from a Greek word that 
means a thousand. Therefore,1,000 
grams is one kilogram, which is 
equivalent to about 2.2 pounds.

The standard kilogram, against 
which all other kilogram weights are 
measured for accuracy, is kept in a 
locked vault near Paris, the capital of 
France. It is known as “Le Grand K”, 
or the International Prototype Kilo-
gram (IPK). This standard weight 
is a small cylinder, which was made 
from platinum and iridium.

Forty replicas, or copies, of the 
IPK were made. These were then 
sent to different places around the 
world. So today all other measure-
ments of mass are made using the 
IPK and its replicas as standards.

However, scientists believe that 
some types of air pollution, such 
as the pollution caused by cars, 
have altered the weight of the IPK 
and its replicas. These pollutants, 
they say, have, over time, stuck to 
the metal cylinders making them a 
tiny bit heavier. The air pollution is 
not the same in each of the places 
where the replicas are kept. So they, 
and the IPK, now have a mass that 
is slightly different from each other.

The British researchers say that 
this “extra weight” is likely to be 
no more than that of a tiny grain of 
sand. However, the problem is that 

the IPK and its replicas are now not 
exactly the same. What’s more if the 
standard kilogram is getting a bit 
heavier it means that both we and all 
other things are getting lighter, but 
only by a very tiny amount!

The researchers have developed 
and tested a new high-tech way to 
clean the standards. It does not in-
volve any scrubbing or polishing. 
Instead the pollutants are removed 
by exposing the cylinders to ultra-
violet (UV) light and ozone. Once 
the pollutants are “cleaned”, the re-
searchers claim, the kilogram stan-
dards will be the same as they were 
when originally made. They recom-
mend that the IPK and its replicas 
should be cleaned at least once ev-
ery ten years.

International Prototype Kilogram (IPK)

Most units, such as those for 
length and time, are now defined by 
precise physics. For example, like 
the IPK, standard one-meter lengths 
used to be stored. Yet now the meter 
is defined by a calculation involving 
how far light travels in one second.

In recent years scientists have 
discussed how the IPK might be re-
placed in a similar way. One possi-
bility is to use energy and the speed 
of light. After all Albert Einstein’s 
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(1879 – 1955) famous equation 
linked the mass of an object (m) to 
the speed of light (c) and to energy 
(E): E= mc2. 

LABOR CAMP REFORM IN CHINA

On January 7, a television company 
in China made an announcement on 
its website. It reported that a senior 
government offi cial had been speak-
ing about China’s many forced la-
bor camps. The television company, 
which is run by the government, 
said that the camps would be closed 
down, or abolished, by the end of 
this year.

In China a new set of leaders takes 
over every ten years. At the end of last 
year those chosen to lead the country 
for the next decade were appointed. 
The new president is Xi Jinping. He 
will officially become China’s leader 
within the next few months. Some 

people think that the announcement 
about the labor camps is a sign that 
the new president plans to make 
changes to China’s legal system.

Today China has around 300 
forced labor camps. These currently 
hold about 310,000 prisoners. These 
types of “re-education” camps were 
first set up nearly 60 years ago when 
Mao Zedong was in charge. Also 
known as Chairman Mao he ruled 
the country for 30 years until he 
died in 1976.

Xi Jinping

At first, the camps were used 
to detain people who disagreed 
with China’s communist leaders 
and how they ran the country. Dur-
ing this time the camps were often 
described as places where people 
would be “re-educated through la-
bor”. Those sent to them were not 
well treated. They were also forced 
to do hard manual work. The idea 
was that prisoners would have 
been “re-educated” by the time 
they were released. This meant that 
they would support Chairman Mao 
and no longer complain about the 
communist system.

Today the camps are mainly 
used as a way of punishing minor 
criminals. In many other countries 
people who are accused of break-
ing laws have a right to a trial in 
a court of law. The court will then 
decide if they are guilty and if they 
need to be punished. However, in 
China the police are able to send 
people to labor camps for up to four 

years without any trial. Those in the 
camps have to work in the fields or 
in factories.

The police claim that the labor 
camp system is sensible. This, they 
say, is because it is a way of punish-
ing minor criminals without over-
loading the law courts. However, 
in recent years there have been an 
increasing number of complaints 
about people being punished in this 
way even though they have done 
nothing wrong. Others claim that 
some people are still being sent to 
the labor camps for their political or 
religious beliefs.

Even though the report on the web-
site said that the labor camps would 
be closed down a later announcement 
stated that they would be reformed, 
or changed. This announcement was 
made by a news organization, which 
is also controlled by the government. 
Some people say that this later an-
nouncement means that the camps 
are unlikely to close. However, they 
predict that changes will be made so 
that they become part of China’s of-
ficial legal system. 

GIANT SQUID FILMED

Japanese scientists have managed 
to fi lm a giant squid deep under the 
northern Pacifi c Ocean. This is the 
fi rst time that the marine creature has 
been fi lmed in its natural habitat.

The giant squid is one of the 
world’s largest invertebrates, or 
creatures without a backbone. Like 
all squid they have a mantle (or 
body), eight arms, and two longer 
feeding tentacles. They also have 
very large eyes. Ring shaped suck-
ers line their arms and tentacles. 
These are used to pull the fish and 
other smaller squid that they catch 
towards their beak-like mouths.

NEWSCAST

FOOD-THROWING FESTIVAL — Each 
year, on December 28, an unusual 
200 year old festival takes place 
in a small town in Spain called 
Ibi. During the day, two groups 
dress up. One group, made up of 
married men, dressed in military 
clothes, takes over the town. They 
make up silly laws that people 
have to follow. If people don’t 
obey they have to pay a fi ne. 
Meanwhile the other group tries 
to defeat them. Throughout the 
day the two groups attack each 
other with eggs, bombs made out 
of fl our and fi recrackers. In the 
evening those who have been in 
charge of the town hand it back 
again and there is a big party. The 
money people pay in fi nes is giv-
en to charity.
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In the past, a few dead giant squid 
have been found washed up on beach-
es or accidentally caught by fisher-
man. Yet, as they live deep in the 
ocean and rarely come near the sur-
face, not much is known about them.

The Japanese scientists have 
been looking for giant squid for 
many years. In 2006, they managed 
to film one of them from a research 
ship. Using some bait attached to a 
long line they caught a giant squid 
and pulled it towards the surface. 
They were then able to film it from 
the boat.

Close up picture of the giant squid that was 
recently fi lmed

In recent years, the scientists have 
been searching the same area of the 
Pacific Ocean. They have been us-
ing a specially designed three-man 
submersible, or small submarine-
like craft.

It took them around 100 dives 
and over 400 hours in the submers-
ible before they spotted a giant squid 
swimming towards them. Their film 
was taken 2,066 feet (630 meters) 
below the surface. The scientists 
then managed to follow the giant 
squid down to a depth of 2,950 feet 
(900 meters) before it disappeared. 
At this depth there is very little oxy-
gen in the water.

The scientists estimate that the 
squid was about ten feet (three me-
ters) long. The one that they pulled 
to the surface in 2006 was bigger. 
The largest giant squid ever record-
ed measured 43 feet (13 meters).

It is known that sperm whales 
will attack and eat giant squid. This 
is because the remains of giant squid 
have been found in their stomachs. 
Some sperm whales have been seen 
to have giant sucker marks, or in-
juries, on their skin. These suggest 
that they must have been in some 
type of “fight” with a giant squid.

Kraken are giant legendary sea 
monsters. They are supposed to 
live in the oceans near Norway and 
Greenland. Some people think that 
sailors, from many years ago, who 
had seen giant squid probably made 
up the stories about Kraken. 

“BLACK BEAUTY” METEORITE

Scientists in the U.S. have an-
nounced that a small black rock, 
which was discovered in the Sahara 
Desert, is a meteorite that came from 
Mars. They have worked out that it 
is about 2.1 billion years old. This 
means that it is the second-oldest 
Martian meteorite ever found.

Astronomers, scientists who 
study the stars and the planets, be-
lieve that something large, such as 
a huge asteroid, crashed into Mars 
millions of years ago. The force of 
the impact threw rocks high up be-
yond the planet’s gravitational field. 
These rocks have been traveling in 
space for millions of years. Over 
time some have fallen into our at-
mosphere and landed on the Earth.

Most meteorites are blackened on 
the outside. This is because of their 
fiery descent through the Earth’s 
atmosphere. On the inside they are 
much lighter. However, this meteor-
ite is black all the way through. For 
this reason it has been nicknamed 
“Black Beauty”. The meteorite is 
about the size of a baseball but twice 
as heavy.

Many meteorites have been 
found either in deserts or in Antarc-
tica. This is because they are easier 
to spot in these places. In 2011, a 
meteorite hunter bought the black 
baseball-sized rock after he saw 
it on sale in a market in Morocco. 
Soon afterwards he gave it to an 
American university.

Black Beauty’s official name is 
NWA 7034. NWA stands for North 
West Africa, as this is where it was 
found. The number shows that it is 
the 7,034th meteorite that has been 
officially recorded.

Most meteorites originally came 
from the asteroid belt between Mars 
and Jupiter. This is a region of space 
where there are many bits of rock, 
or rubble. These were “leftover” 
when the planets in our Solar Sys-
tem were formed billions of years 
ago. This ring, or belt, of bits of rock 

NEWSCAST

TREE CHAMPIONSHIP — Some people 
in the town of Weidenthal, in 
southern Germany, have found an 
additional use for their Christmas 
trees after the festive season ends. 
Each year a Knut-Fest, or world 
Christmas tree throwing champi-
onship is organized. Competitors 
bring their old Christmas trees 
and take part in three events. One 
is to throw the tree like a javelin. 
Another is to throw it over a bar 
similar to a high jump. The third 
is to throw the tree hammer-style. 
The distances of each of the throws 
are then added together. The per-
son who throws their tree the far-
thest wins. This year Frank 
Schwender won the con-
test for the third time in a 
row. His total throwing 
distance was 73.65 feet 
(22.45 meters).

ank 
on-
a 

g 



January 10, 2013 Newsademic.com™ – American English edition page 7

stretches all the way around the Sun. 
Most pieces of rock in the asteroid 
belt range from a few kilometers 
wide to ones that are the same size 
as a piece of dust.

NWA 7034 meteorite

Meteorites that come from as-
teroids are usually about four bil-
lion years old. This is because these 
cooled and turned into rock soon af-
ter the formation of the Solar System. 
The rocky planets, Mercury, Venus, 
the Earth, and Mars were volcani-
cally active for far longer. So, many 
of their rocks are much younger.

Therefore one of the reasons why 
the scientists knew that NWA 7034 
was from a planet and not the aster-
oid belt is because it is only 2.1 bil-
lion years old. It has too much iron 
to have come from Mercury. It also 
contains very tiny traces of water, so 
it couldn’t be from Venus. This meant 
that it must have come from Mars.

Of all the meteorites found on 
the Earth around 110 are believed 
to be from Mars. The oldest Martian 
meteorite ever found dates back to 
around 4.5 billion years ago. Six are 
roughly 1.3 billion years old. The 
remainder date to about 600 million 
years ago. 

CZECH REPUBLIC AMNESTY

Václav Klaus, the president of the 
Czech Republic, made a speech 
on January 1, or News Year’s Day. 
Many Czech people were surprised 
to hear what he said in part of his 
New Year message. He announced 
that thousands of prisoners in the 
country would be pardoned and 
set free.

Mr. Klaus has been the presi-
dent of the Czech Republic for the 
last ten years. This year, in March, 
he will step down when his second 
five-year term ends. Mr. Klaus said 
that the amnesty was one way in 
which the country could mark its 
20th anniversary of becoming an 
independent nation.

The Czech Republic used to 
be part of a larger country called 
Czechoslovakia. At the end of the 
Second World War (1939 – 1945) 
Russian soldiers occupied the coun-
try. Soon afterwards it became part 
of the Russian-led Soviet Union and 
had a communist government.

In 1989, Czechoslovakia, like 
many other Eastern European na-
tions that were part of the Soviet 
Union, became an independent 
country. These changes happened 
suddenly as the Soviet Union be-
gan to break apart. However, within 
the next three years Czechoslova-
kia split into two separate nations. 
Called the Czech Republic and Slo-
vakia, the two officially became in-
dependent countries 20 years ago on 
January 1, 1993.

Around 7,400 prisoners out of 
a total of 23,000 will be released. 
The amnesty will include anyone 
who has been sent to prison for less 
than one year and all those who 
are over 75 years old, as long as 
their prison term was for less than 
ten years.

The pardon also covers those 
awaiting trial. If the punishment for 
the crime for which they are accused 
is less than ten years in prison then 
the trial will be canceled. People 
under house arrest and those who 
have been ordered to do some type 
of community work as a punishment 
will also be pardoned.

Mr. Klaus declared that the am-
nesty was a gesture to many people 
who had broken the law for the first 
time. He said that it would give them 
a second chance.

Not everyone agrees with the 
president’s amnesty. The police an-
nounced that within a few days of 
the first 3,000 prisoners being re-
leased around 30 had been arrested 
again for breaking the law.

Czech Republic president, Václav Klaus

However, others believe that the 
amnesty was a good idea. Prisons in 
the Czech Republic were becoming 
overcrowded. It is also expensive 
to keep people in prison. Those 
who support the amnesty say that it 
is sensible as it will reduce prison 
overcrowding and save money. 

PRESIDENT AL-ASSAD’S SPEECH

Bashar al-Assad, the president of 
Syria, made his fi rst public address, 
or formal speech, for seven months 
on January 6. His hour-long speech 
took place in front of a large audi-
ence at the Opera House in Da-
mascus, the country’s capital city. 
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The address was also shown on 
live television.

Mr. al-Assad said that he regret-
ted the outbreak of violence in his 
country. He also expressed his sor-
row at the suffering of many Syrian 
people. The president set out his 
plan for ending the fighting. Ask-
ing the Syrian people what types 
of political changes they want, he 
explained, could achieve this. At the 
end of his speech most of the audi-
ence stood and cheered.

Damascus

Aleppo

TURKEY

JORDAN

SYRIA
IRAQ

LEBANON

The violence in Syria began 
around 22 months ago. It started af-
ter the government ordered the army 
to use weapons to stop street pro-
tests. The demonstrators want Mr. 
al-Assad to step down. He and his 
family have controlled Syria for the 
past 40 years. Mr. al-Assad’s oppo-
nents also claim that many govern-
ment officials in Syria are corrupt, 
or dishonest, and that the police 
have too many powers.

As the fighting spread, some 
members of the Syrian army 
changed sides and joined the pro-
testers. Yet many people in certain 
parts of the country still support Mr. 
al-Assad and his government. More 
recently fighting has been taking 
place in Syria’s two largest cities, 
Damascus and Aleppo. So far it’s 
thought that the violence has been 
the cause of around 60,000 deaths. 
Tens of thousands of Syrians have 
crossed the borders into Turkey, 

Jordan and Lebanon to get away 
from the fighting.

Some of the anti-government 
fighters, or rebels, have set up an 
organization called the Free Syrian 
Army (FSA). Yet there are a number 
of different opposition groups. Last 
November several organizations op-
posed to Mr. al-Assad’s government 
met in Doha, the capital of Qatar. 
They agreed to form one main op-
position group called the Syrian 
National Coalition for Opposition 
and Revolutionary Forces (or the 
National Coalition).

Moaz al-Khatib was chosen to 
be the National Coalition’s leader. 
He is a former imam, or Muslim 
priest, from a mosque in Damascus. 
In Syria there are many different 
religious and ethnic groups. These 
include Sunni and Shia Muslims, 
Alawites, Christians, Druze, Assyr-
ians and Kurds. Mr. al-Khatib says 
that the new National Coalition has 
members that represent all these dif-
ferent groups.

Bashar al-Assad, president of Syria

A number of Arab countries in 
the Middle East as well as the Euro-
pean Union (EU) and the U.S. have 
announced that they will support the 
National Coalition.

During his speech, Mr. al-Assad 
thanked countries such as Rus-
sia, China and Iran for their help. 
He also complained about other 
countries supporting the rebels. 
The president declared that most 
of the rebel forces are not made 

up of Syrians. Instead, he said, 
they are criminal gangs and fight-
ers from outside Syria. He insisted 
that these people are taking orders 
from other countries that want to 
destroy Syria.

Mr. al-Assad’s opponents criti-
cized his speech. They claim that 
one of the only ways to end the 
fighting in Syria is for him to resign, 
or step down. Yet Mr. al-Assad did 
not mention this. Neither did he 
say that he would negotiate, or talk, 
with the National Coalition. Be-
cause of what Mr. al-Assad said in 
his address many people think that 
the war in Syria is unlikely to end 
soon. 

FLORIDA’S PYTHON HUNT

Around 400 people have signed up 
for an unusual month-long hunt-
ing event in the state of Florida, 
in the U.S. The event, which is 
called the 2013 Python Challenge, 
starts on January 12. It has been 
organized by wildlife offi cials 
who work in part of Florida called 
the Everglades.

The Everglades is a large area 
of wetland. Much of this area is a 
protected national park. Over the 
last few years the numbers of native 
mammals, such as raccoons, opos-
sums, bobcats, foxes, and cottontail 
rabbits, in parts of the Everglades 
has been quickly decreasing. Offi-
cials say that these animals are be-
ing eaten by an increasing number 
of pythons, which have made this 
part of Florida their home.

Pythons are snakes that can grow 
up to 19 foot (5.75 meters) long. 
They do not have a poisonous bite 
like some other snakes. Instead they 
kill by using their bodies to squeeze 
their prey to death. Snakes that 
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do this are known as constrictors. 
Young pythons often climb trees and 
eat birds and their eggs as well. As 
they get older and bigger the snakes 
spend more time on the ground. 
They are also very good swimmers.

Everglades park workers after catching one of 
the Burmese pythons

Pythons are not native to the Ev-
erglades. They are therefore what 
are known as an invasive species. 
Officials think that they were first 
introduced there because people, 
who kept young Burmese and Afri-
can pythons as pets, released them 
into the wild. This was probably 
because the snakes had become too 
big to look after. It is also possible 
that some escaped from local zoos. 
The pythons have been living in the 
Everglades for many years and, as 
they have been breeding, their num-
bers have quickly increased.

Those who want to enter the hunt 
have to pay a fee of $25. The hunt-
ers are supposed to kill the snakes 
and not capture them. Officials say 
that the best way of doing this is to 
shoot them in the head. The hunters 
then have to take the dead snakes to 
special drop off points, where of-
ficials will collect them. There will 
be a prize of $1,000 for killing the 
longest python and $1,500 for the 
person who kills the most.

Officials say that the pythons 
have become such a serious problem 
in the Everglades that killing them 
is the best solution. However, not 
everyone agrees. Some worry that 

the hunters will kill many of the 
smaller snakes that are native to 
the Everglades. Others say that the 
hunters should get special train-
ing and that hunting pythons can 
be dangerous.

Officials insist that each hunter 
will be told how to identify those 
snakes that should not be killed. They 
say that several wildlife officials will 
travel around the Everglades during 
the hunt to make sure that those tak-
ing part are following the rules and 
are not in any danger. 

SUN ERUPTION

On New Year’s Eve, the Sun seemed 
to join in the celebrations with its 
own “fi rework display”. On Decem-
ber 31, a space observatory fi lmed 
a huge solar eruption on its surface, 
which lasted for about four hours.

The unmanned spacecraft that 
filmed the eruption is called the Solar 
Dynamics Observatory (SDO). NASA 
(National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration) launched this space 
observatory in 2010. Studying what 
happens on the Sun’s surface is a new 
type of science. NASA is therefore 
hopeful that its SDO will help scien-
tists to understand what causes these 
types of eruptions and solar flares and 
how they can affect the Earth.

The surface of the Sun is con-
stantly changing as nuclear-like 
reactions take place. Hot material 
rises, cools and sinks down again. 
These reactions produce events 
sometimes described as “space 
weather”. They include solar flares, 
solar winds, and coronal mass ejec-
tions (CMEs).

Solar flares release large amounts 
of energy and have the force of tens 
of thousands of atomic bombs. So-
lar winds release long streams of 

magnetically-charged particles, or 
plasma. CMEs are severe, or power-
ful, solar flares that can send billions 
of tons of material from the Sun far 
out into space.

The effects of smaller solar flares 
usually take about three to four days 
to travel from the Sun to the Earth. 
They can affect aircraft, naviga-
tion systems, and satellite and radio 
communications. These flares can 
even cause problems with electric-
ity supplies. Severe solar flares can 
disrupt the Earth’s magnetic field.

The last severe solar flare hap-
pened in 1859. A massive CME 
caused the most powerful solar 
storm ever recorded. Some sci-
entists now describe it as a “solar 
superstorm”. It is also known as 
the Carrington Event, after Brit-
ish astronomer, Richard Carrington 
(1826 – 1875), who recorded it. The 
effects of this huge CME took only 
18 hours to reach the Earth.

The Sun’s New Year’s Eve eruption (NASA)

In 1859, electricity was not used 
as it is today. There were no power 
stations, electricity grids or comput-
ers. Yet a newly-invented system of 
communication called the telegraph 
was in use. The huge CME caused 
an electrical power surge that made 
telegraph wires spark. Telegraph 
paper caught fire and the telegraph 
systems in the U.S. and Europe 
broke down. Some continued to 
send messages even though they 
had been switched off.
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Scientists think that severe solar 
flares are rare events. Yet today they 
could cause many more problems 
than the one in 1859. This is be-
cause far more electrical equipment 
is in use and fast communications 
connect all parts of the world.

The Sun’s New Year’s Eve erup-
tion is thought to have reached a 
height of 160,000 miles (257,500 
kilometers) above the Sun’s sur-
face. This distance is about the same 
as “20 Earths”, or “two Jupiters”, 
placed one on top of each other.

Even though the eruption looked 
spectacular NASA scientists said 
that it was not that powerful as the 
plasma ejected was not able to es-
cape the Sun’s gravity. 

FRENCH REVOLUTION MEMENTO

A team of researchers from France 
and Spain believe that they have fi -
nally managed to solve a 220 year 
old mystery. The team is now sure 
that stains inside an unusual con-
tainer are from the blood of Louis 
the Sixteenth. Louis was the French 
king who was beheaded, or execut-
ed, on January 21, 1793, during the 
French Revolution.

Picture of Louis the Sixteenth’s execution, in 
Paris, in 1793, during the French Revolution

The French Revolution lasted for 
ten years. It began in 1789 with the 
capture, or storming, of an impor-
tant fortress, called the Bastille, in 
Paris, the capital of France.

Before the revolution France was 
an absolute monarchy. This means 
that monarchs, together with a few 
of their chosen advisors, ruled the 
country and made all the important 
decisions. As well as the royal fam-
ily, wealthy noblemen, also known 
as the aristocracy, together with the 
Roman Catholic Church, owned 
nearly all the land in the France.

Many ordinary people accused 
the king and wealthy landowners 
of ignoring their problems. Groups 
began to meet to discuss how to get 
rid of the royal family. They wanted 
a new system of government. Later,  
the people heard that the king was 
planning to use the army against 
them. At the time the Bastille was 
used as a prison, but many weap-
ons were stored inside. To get these 
weapons the people attacked and 
captured the fortress.

During the revolution the king, 
the queen, and many wealthy people 
were put in prison and later “sent 
to the guillotine”. The guillotine 
was a device that was designed to 
execute people by cutting off their 
heads. It had a tall wooden frame 
within which was a sharp, heavy 
metal blade. The blade was pulled 
to the top of the frame with a rope. 
The rope was then let go and the 
blade fell on the neck of the per-
son who had been forced to lie 
underneath it.

Many of these executions were 
carried out in Paris. It was not un-
usual for large crowds to watch 
them. Afterwards some of those 
watching would dip their handker-
chiefs in the blood of the person who 
had just been executed. They would 
then keep the stained handkerchief 
as a type of memento, or keepsake.

For over 100 years, a family from 
Italy has owned an unusual bottle-
like container. Known as a gourd 

it has been made from a hollowed 
out squash. This is a large vegetable 
with very thick skin. The outside 
of the gourd is decorated with pic-
tures of several of the people who 
led the French Revolution. Written 
on it is “On January 21, Maximil-
ien Bourdaloue dipped his handker-
chief in the blood of Louis XVI after 
his decapitation.”

The gourd that contained the handkerchief 
stained with Louis the Sixteenth’s blood

It is thought that the container 
must have originally belonged to a 
man from Paris called Maximilien 
Bourdaloue. He was probably one 
of the many people who watched 
Louis the Sixteenth’s execution. Af-
terwards he dipped a handkerchief 
in the king’s blood. This was put in-
side the gourd, which was then dec-
orated by an artist. The handkerchief 
has long since rotted away but there 
are still stains inside the container. 
It was suspected that these could be 
from the blood of the French king. 
Yet until now it was not possible to 
prove it.

The researchers managed to get a 
DNA sample from the bloodstains. 
They then compared this with a 
DNA sample taken from a mummi-
fied head, which is known to be that 
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of Henri the Fourth (1553 – 1610). 
He was an earlier king of France and 
an ancestor of Louis the Sixteenth.

By comparing the two DNA sam-
ples the researchers say that the per-
son whose bloodstains are inside the 
gourd was a direct male descendant 
of Henri the Fourth. This means that 
the researchers are almost certain 
that the container’s bloodstains are 
from Louis the Sixteenth. The gourd 
is therefore a real French revolution 
memento and not a fake. 

LINE OF CONTROL SHOOTING 
INCIDENT

On January 6, military offi cials in 
Pakistan announced that troops 
from India had crossed the border 
in Kashmir and attacked an army 
checkpoint. They said that one of 
their soldiers had been killed and 
another seriously injured. How-
ever, India insisted that its soldiers 

had not crossed the border. It also 
claimed that the soldiers started 
shooting only after Pakistani troops 
had begun fi ring at them. Two days 
later India said that two of its sol-
diers had been killed in another 
shooting incident.

For over 60 years, both India and 
Pakistan have argued about where 
the border between them should 
be in Kashmir. In recent years both 
Indian and Pakistani troops have 
fired at each other across the border. 
However, nowadays it is unusual for 
one side to cross the border or for 
anyone to be killed.

Part of the border area in Kashmir 
is high in the mountains. It is often 
described as “the highest battlefield 
in the world”. This is because of the 
serious fighting that has broken out 
in this part of Kashmir in the past. 
This fighting took place in places as 
high as 22,000 feet (6,700 meters). 
Here it gets very cold, and the sol-
diers often suffered from altitude 
sickness, caused by a lack of oxygen 
in the air.
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In 2003, the two countries agreed 
to a ceasefire and there has been 
little or no serious fighting since 
then. Yet both still have thousands 
of soldiers in these mountain areas, 
even though few people live there.

India was once a colony of Brit-
ain. In 1947, the areas that had been 
ruled by the British became two 

independent countries, India and Pak-
istan. The borders were based roughly 
on the religions people followed in the 
different regions. Most people who 
live in Pakistan are Muslims. India’s 
population is mainly Hindu.

The region of Kashmir was di-
vided between the two countries. 
The northern area became part of 
Pakistan. Almost 100% of people 
living there are Muslims. The south-
ern part was given to India. Many 
Hindus live in this part, but there are 
also many Muslims. The disputed 
dividing line, or border, between 
the two parts of Kashmir is usually 
called the “Line of Control”.

India would like to make this line 
the official border between the In-
dian and Pakistani parts of Kashmir. 
Yet Pakistan refuses. One reason is 
that many Muslims who live in the 
India-controlled area of Kashmir 
want it to become part of Pakistan.

India has often accused Pakistani 
senior military commanders of sup-
porting Islamic militant groups in 
the part of Kashmir it controls. In-
dia insists that one of these groups 
organized and carried out an attack 
on Mumbai, one of India’s largest 
cities, in 2008. The attack, in which 
more than 160 people were killed, 
almost caused a war between the 
two countries.

However, in recent years the re-
lationship between India and Paki-
stan has been getting better. For ex-
ample, last year Asif Ali Zardari, the 
president of Pakistan, visited India. 
During his visit he met with India’s 
prime minister, Manmohan Singh. 
This was the first time that the 
leader of either country had visited 
the other.

It is not yet known what affect 
the recent Line of Control shooting 
incidents will have on the two coun-
tries’ improving relationship. 

NEWSCAST

BOMB PLOT — A seven-year-old 
boy, in Britain, was given a metal 
detector for Christmas. The fol-
lowing day he and his father went 
out to try it. Within a few min-
utes the detector started to make 
a beeping noise. Digging down 
they found a metal object, which 
they took home with them. Later, 
realizing that it might be a bomb, 
the boy’s father called the police. 
A specially trained bomb disposal 
team was sent to the house. The 
team explained that the boy had 
found a small practice bomb, 
which dated back to the Second 
World War. Even though it was 
not dangerous the team warned 
that if anyone fi nds a suspicious 
item it shouldn’t be moved.
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NEW SECURITY COUNCIL MEMBERS

On January 1, Argentina, Australia, 
Luxembourg, Republic of Korea 
(also known as South Korea), and 
Rwanda offi cially became members 
of the United Nations (U.N.) Secu-
rity Council. They replaced fi ve oth-
er countries; Colombia, Germany, 
India, Portugal, and South Africa, 
whose two-year period, or term, had 
ended on December 31, 2012.

The U.N. was set up after the 
Second World War (1939 – 1945). 
Its main job is to try to keep peace 
and security among all the nations 
in the world. It currently has 193 
member countries.

The U.N.’s Security Council has 
15 members. Five, the U.S., Britain, 
Russia, France, and China are per-
manent members, so others never 
replace them. Apart from China, the 
permanent members were the victors 
in the Second World War. China be-
came a permanent member in 1971.

Meeting of U.N. Security Council

The ten other countries, which 
make up the Security Council, are 
therefore non-permanent members. 
They are selected from different 
geographical parts of the world. So, 
for example, this means that there 
is always a non-permanent member 
that is an Arab country as well as 
one from Eastern Europe. The non-
permanent countries are members of 
the Security Council for two years. 
Others, from the same geographical 
areas, then replace them.

Each year, all U.N. members 
vote for five new member coun-
tries to replace those who have 
been non-permanent members for 
the last two years. These votes take 
place during the U.N.’s General As-
sembly. This large meeting is held 
at the U.N.’s headquarters, in New 
York City, in the U.S. It is held ev-
ery year and begins around the end 
of September.

Some countries want to be elect-
ed to the Security Council because it 
makes many of the U.N.’s most im-
portant decisions. For instance, the 
Security Council can vote to punish 
nations if they are thought to have 
done something wrong. This pun-
ishment is usually ordering other 
member countries to stop trading 
with them. The Security Council 
can even order a military attack, or 
send peacekeeping forces to prevent 
wars and conflicts.

To become a non-permanent 
member in its geographical group, 
a country needs to get two-thirds of 
all the votes cast. If no country gets 
two-thirds, the vote is repeated until 
one does.

One country is selected from the 
Asia-Pacific group. Bhutan, Cam-
bodia and South Korea all put their 
names forward. South Korea got the 
most votes. It has therefore now re-
placed India.

In the Western Europe and Other 
group, three countries competed 
for the two available places. Aus-
tralia and Luxembourg got enough 
votes but Finland failed to do so. So 
Australia and Luxembourg have re-
placed Germany and Portugal.

In the Africa group and the Latin 
American and Caribbean group only 
Rwanda and Argentina entered the 
contest. Both were therefore auto-
matically elected. These two replace 
South Africa and Colombia.

Azerbaijan, Guatemala, Moroc-
co, Pakistan and Togo, who were all 
elected last year, will stay on the Se-
curity Council until the end of 2013.

Some people believe that there 
should be a change in the permanent 
members of the Security Council. 
They claim that some countries, 
such as Britain and France, should 
be replaced, as they are not as pow-
erful as they were 60 years ago. 

UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL

Permanent member countries:

France  Russia  China  U.S.A.  Britain

Current non-permanent member countries:

 Asia-Pacific Western Europe and Other 
 Republic of Korea* Australia* 
 Pakistan Luxembourg* 
 
 Latin America and Caribbean Africa and Arab Group 
 Argentina* Rwanda* 
 Guatemala Togo 
  Morocco  

Eastern Europe
Azerbaijan

* From January 1, 2013
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Another idea is that there should be 
more than five permanent members. 
In the past countries such as Japan, 
India, Brazil, and Germany have all 
argued that they should become per-
manent members. 

NEW YEAR STAMPEDE

In the early hours of the morning on 
January 1, 61 people were crushed 
to death in a stampede in Abidjan, 
the largest city in Ivory Coast (also 
known as Côte d’Ivoire). Around 
200 others were injured.

At least 10,000 people had been 
watching a firework display in a 
soccer stadium in the city. The event 
had been organized by the govern-
ment. It was to celebrate the New 
Year, or the beginning of 2013, as 
well as another 12 months of peace 
in the country.

This was the second time that 
the government had organized the 
event. The first one was held at the 
beginning of last year. Then, one of 
the main reasons was to celebrate 
the end of the country’s civil war.

Stadium in Abidjan where the stampede took place

The civil war, which began in 
2010, ended in April 2011. It started 
after a disputed election result. In 
2010, a presidential election was held. 
It was the first to take place in Ivory 
Coast for ten years. Alassane Ouattara 
was declared the winner. Yet Laurent 
Gbagbo, who had been the country’s 

president for the last ten years, refused 
to hand over power. Fighting between 
the supporters of Mr. Gbagbo and Mr. 
Ouattara then broke out.

Many other countries, together 
with the United Nations (U.N.), said 
that Mr. Gbagbo should accept the 
election result. They insisted that 
power should be handed over to Mr. 
Ouattara. However, Mr. Gbagbo re-
fused to do so.

After several months of fighting 
Mr. Gbagbo was eventually captured. 
Mr. Ouattara was then declared to 
be the country’s new leader. Mr. 
Gbagbo is now awaiting trial at the 
International Criminal Court, in The 
Netherlands, for crimes against hu-
manity. It’s thought that about 3,000 
people were killed in the fighting.

The stampede happened as people 
began leaving the stadium. It is not 
yet known what caused it. Crowds 
in the streets outside seemed to 
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panic. Some people were pushed to 
the ground and trampled on by oth-
ers. Local officials said that of the 
61 people killed 28 were between 
the ages of eight and 15. The injured 
were taken to nearby hospitals.

The following day President 
Ouattara and his wife visited the hos-
pitals that were treating those who 
were injured. He declared that there 
would be three days of mourning in 
the country. He also said that an in-
vestigation would be held to find out 
what had caused the stampede.

This was not the first time that 
people have been killed in a stam-
pede in Abidjan. In 2009, 19 died af-
ter watching an international soccer 
match at the same stadium. 

WORLD’S LONGEST HIGH-SPEED 
RAIL LINK

On December 26, railway offi cials in 
China announced that they had bro-
ken another record. They declared 
that it was now possible to travel 
on a high-speed train from Beijing, 
the capital city, in the northeast of 
the country, to Guangzhou, in the 
south. Guangzhou is China’s third 
largest city.

The launch of the new train ser-
vice between the two cities means 
that it is the world’s longest high-
speed rail link. Fast trains such as 
this are often called bullet trains. 
The first bullet trains were built in 
Japan during the 1960s.

The railway line between Beijing 
and Guangzhou is about 1,430 miles 
(2,300 kilometers) long. It passes 
through five different Chinese prov-
inces and has 35 stops, which include 
the large cities of Changsha and Wu-
han. Parts of the line have been in use 
for some time but they have only just 
all been joined together.

The bullet trains travel between 
stops at a speed of 186 miles (300 
kilometers) per hour. Yet officials 
claim that they have a top speed 
that is much faster than this. The 
train journey between Beijing and 
Guangzhou used to take 22 hours. 
Bullet trains on the high-speed link 
complete the trip in ten hours, or less 
than half the time it used to take.

In recent years, China has built 
the world’s largest network of high-
speed railway lines. It is estimated 
that these now cover a total dis-
tance of around 5,800 miles (9,330 
kilometers). The Chinese govern-
ment says that it hopes to increase 
this figure to about 11,200 miles 
(18,000 kilometers) within the next 
two years.

Chinese high-speed train

However, there have been some 
problems building the high-speed 
rail networks. For instance, two 
years ago a senior politician in 
charge of the railways lost his job. 
He was arrested and accused of be-
ing dishonest. He was found guilty 
of corruption and stealing money 
that was meant to pay for some of 
the construction work. Also, some 
of the building work has had to be 
redone, as it was not done properly 
the first time.

In 2011, two high-speed trains 
collided near the city of Wenzhou. 
Forty people were killed in the ac-
cident and nearly 200 injured. The 
trains were only traveling at about 

half their normal speed at the time. 
Signalling equipment that did not 
work correctly caused the accident. 
While the accident was being inves-
tigated work on other high-speed 
lines was stopped.

Officials said that they decided to 
open the high-speed link on Decem-
ber 26, to commemorate the birth-
day of Mao Zedong (1893 – 1976). 
Also known as Chairman Mao he 
ruled China for over 30 years. 

HADRIAN’S AUDITORIUM

Work has just been completed on 
excavating an important ancient 
building in the center of Rome, the 
capital of Italy. Experts believe that 
the building is what was known as 
the “Athenaeum”.

The Athenaeum is sometimes 
called “Hadrian’s auditorium”. It 
was built on the orders of the Em-
peror Hadrian. He ruled the Ro-
man Empire, which included large 
parts of northern and southern Eu-
rope, North Africa and parts of the 
Middle East, from 117 CE to 138 
CE. Before becoming the emperor 
Hadrian was a successful Roman 
army general.

The Athenaeum was a place of 
learning, or school. It had enough 
room for around 900 people to sit 
and listen to lectures. These would 
be on subjects such as science and 
literature. The building was named 
after the city of Athens, in Greece. 
Many Romans, including Emperor 
Hadrian, regarded Ancient Greece 
and especially the city of Athens as 
the place where the study of math-
ematics, philosophy, science, and 
literature had first begun.

The ruins of the Athenaeum were 
discovered under part of a square 
in Rome called the Piazza Venezia. 
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Today the Piazza is where several 
of the city’s main roads meet. It is 
therefore very busy and there are 
frequent traffic jams.

The ruins were found by ac-
cident. Engineers first discovered 
them a few years ago while building 
several new underground stations 
and railway lines

The city of Rome is over 2,500 
years old. For hundreds of years it 
was the center of a huge empire. 
This means that there are many ru-
ins of ancient buildings just below 
the level of the streets of the mod-
ern day city. For this reason under-
ground railway lines are dug deep 
below the ground to avoid the an-
cient ruins. Yet the entrances to the 
stations have to pass through them.

Ruins of the Athenaeum, or Hadrian’s 
auditorium,  in the Piazza Venezia, in Rome

Archaeologists say that the Ath-
enaeum had three halls. There were 
seats made of marble on which 
people could sit while listening to 
those who were speaking. However, 
after the collapse of the Roman Em-
pire the building fell into disrepair 
and was used for other things. For 
example, there are holes in parts of 
the floor where fires were lit.

In 848 CE there was an earth-
quake in Rome. After standing for 
over 700 years the Athenaeum’s 
arched ceiling fell down and cov-
ered most of the auditorium be-
low. Following the earthquake 
the remains of the building were 
gradually covered over. In the 16th 

century a hospital was built on top 
of the ruins.

The person leading the excava-
tion said that Hadrian’s Athenaeum 
was the most important discovery to 
be made in Rome since the Forum 
was found in the 1920s. This was an 
important meeting place in the cen-
ter of the city.

In the future, it will be pos-
sible for people to visit the ruins of 
Hadrian’s auditorium. Its discovery 
has meant that the route of one of 
the new underground railway lines 
has had to be changed. 

AMAMI RABBITS

Offi cials in Japan have announced 
that the Amami  rabbit is no longer 
an endangered species. This type of 
rabbit, which is also known as the 
Ryukyu rabbit, is unusual. The only 
places in the world where it is found 
is on two small islands, called Ama-
mi Ōshima and Toku-no-Shima, 
which are part of Japan.

The Amami  rabbit is very dif-
ferent from other types of rab-
bit. It has small ears, small dark 
eyes, short legs, and no tail. The 
rabbits have dark brown fur and 
large curved claws, which are used 
for digging.

Amami rabbit

The rabbits live in the forest and 
eat grasses, nuts and newly grown 
small branches. They are noctur-
nal, so are most active at night. The 

rabbits dig holes in which their 
young are kept. Unlike other rab-
bits they only have a few babies 
each year. The adult rabbits cover 
the entrance to the hole with soil 
and fallen leaves to hide the young 
from predators such as snakes. Dur-
ing the day the adults hide and go 
to sleep in different places. At night 
they look for food. They only return 
to the hole every other night to feed 
their young with milk.

The unusual rabbits are an ex-
ample of what is known as a “liv-
ing fossil”. Fossils of what look like 
Amami rabbits have been found in 
many other places. These are around 
five million years old. So it seems 
as if the rabbits have not changed, 
or evolved, for a very long time. 
Scientists therefore believe that 
they are probably the only remain-
ing survivors of an ancient type 
of rabbit.

Charles Darwin (1809 – 1882) 
invented the phrase “living fossil”. 
He was a scientist from Britain, who 
first wrote about evolution in his 
famous book On the Origin of Spe-
cies. His theory is often described as 
the “survival of the fittest”. Here the 
word “fittest” does not mean the one 
that can run the fastest or the one that 
has the most energy! It means that 
the animal or plant that has the best 
chance of surviving is most likely to 
be the one best suited to competing 
with others, or best adapted to the 
place in which it lives.

Therefore, as the two islands on 
which the rabbits live have changed 
very little over millions of years 
there has been no need for them to 
adapt or evolve. Yet in other parts 
of the world rabbits have, over time, 
evolved to be quite different from 
ancient rabbits.

The Amami  rabbits became en-
dangered because of human activity 
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on the islands. Some of the forests in 
which they live were cut down. Pets, 
such as dogs and cats are known to 
attack them. Also, many years ago, 
a type of mongoose was brought 
to the islands. This was done to try 
to get rid of the poisonous snakes, 
but the mongooses also attack 
the rabbits.

For a long time there have been 
worries that the rabbits could be-
come extinct. Yet over the last 90 
years efforts have been made to 
protect them. One problem is that 
unlike other rabbits they breed very 
slowly. However, more recently 
their numbers have grown on both 
of the islands. Japanese officials 
have therefore declared that Amami  
rabbits are now no longer an endan-
ger species. 

KING OF SPAIN

The king of Spain, Juan Carlos the 
First, was shown being interviewed 
on Spanish television on January 4. 
It is unusual for the king to agree 
to an interview of this type, which 
was broadcast on the day before his 
75th birthday.

Today Spain is what’s known as a 
constitutional monarchy. This means 
that the king is the head of the coun-
try, but he does not govern it. The 
country’s elected prime minister and 
his or her government make all the 
important decisions. Other countries 
that are constitutional monarchies 
include The Netherlands, Belgium, 
Thailand, Britain, and Japan.

Juan Carlos officially became the 
king in 1975. Before that the country 
had been both a republic and run as 
a dictatorship for many years. Juan 
Carlos’s grandfather, Alfonso the 
Thirteenth, fled the country when 
it was declared to be a republic in 

1931. Several years later the Span-
ish Civil War broke out. It lasted for 
three years.

The war was between the Na-
tionalists, who were led by General 
Francisco Franco, and those who 
wanted Spain to be a republic. The 
Nationalists won. Although many 
Nationalist followers supported the 
monarchy General Franco decided 
to take charge of the country. As a 
dictator he controlled Spain for the 
next 36 years.

General Franco wanted to make 
arrangements about how Spain 
should be led after he died. He was 
happy for a king to return but was 
suspicious of Alfonso the Thir-
teenth’s son, who was living in It-
aly. General Franco decided to miss 
a generation and appoint Alfonso 
the Thirteenth’s grandson, Juan 
Carlos, instead.

King of Spain, Juan Carlos the First

Juan Carlos returned to Spain in 
1969. He was given the title Prince 
of Spain. General Franco announced 
that the prince would be his succes-
sor. During the next six years Gen-
eral Franco and the prince worked 
closely together. When General 
Franco died in 1975 Juan Carlos 
was officially appointed as the king 
of Spain. However, the new king 
soon surprised many people. This 
was because he quickly arranged 
for Spain to become a constitutional 

monarchy with an elected prime 
minister and government.

During his television interview 
the king reminded people of how 
he had helped Spain to become a 
democracy, or a country where their 
leaders are elected. He also said that 
he was sad about how many Span-
ish people were now finding life 
difficult because of the country’s 
economic problems.

In the last few years, Spain has 
had many financial difficulties. In 
the past the country has borrowed 
too much money and is now hav-
ing problems paying some of this 
back as well as borrowing more. 
Many people have lost their jobs, 
as the companies they worked for 
have had to close down. An increas-
ing number of younger people are 
choosing to leave Spain to look for 
work in other countries.

Some people have been critical 
of the king and his family. He re-
cently organized a hunting trip to 
Africa. Many said that he should 

NEWSCAST

CAT BURGLAR CAUGHT — Over the 
New Year a cat was spotted in 
the area surrounding a prison, 
in Brazil. The guards had seen it 
several times before but this time 
one of them became suspicious. 
He caught the cat and discovered 
that it had a package taped to its 
body. Inside was a cell phone and 
charger, metal fi les, earphones 
and bits of a drill. Prison offi cials 
said that the items could be used 
to speak with criminals outside 
the prison and to help someone to 
escape. There are over 250 pris-
oners in the jail. So far the guards 
have not been able to work out 
which prisoner the cat intended to 
pass its package to.



January 10, 2013 Newsademic.com™ – American English edition page 17

not have done this when the country 
was having financial problems. His 
son in law has also been accused of 
acting dishonestly.

Some suspect that there are many 
people in Spain who would prefer 
their country to be a republic with 
an elected president instead of a 
king. They therefore believe that the 
television interview was arranged 
as a way of trying to improve the 
king’s popularity. 

UNITED STATES FISCAL CLIFF

On January 2, Barack Obama, the 
president of the U.S., signed a new 
act or law. The previous day the act 
had been voted on and passed by the 
United States Congress. The signing 
of this law meant that what had be-
come known as the “fi scal cliff” or 
“going over the fi scal cliff” would 
not happen.

The phrase fiscal cliff was used 
to describe the tax rises and reduced 
government spending, or govern-
ment cuts, that were due to automat-
ically begin on January 1. Fiscal is 
a word used to describe government 
spending and the amount of money 
it receives from both people and 
companies paying taxes.

Many experts predicted that if 
these tax rises and spending cuts 
were allowed to happen at the same 
time then it would cause serious 
problems for the U.S.’s economy. 
This is why people described Janu-
ary 1, as a fiscal cliff. In other 
words it was the date when the U.S. 
could “fall off a cliff and seriously 
injure itself”.

What’s more, as it has the world’s 
largest economy, fiscal problems 
in the U.S. can cause economic dif-
ficulties in many other countries. 
Governments of these countries were 

therefore also worried about the ap-
proaching fiscal cliff in the U.S.

The reason that the tax changes 
were going to happen on January 
1, was due to previous acts that had 
been passed many years ago when 
George W. Bush was the president. 
He had arranged for tax cuts for 
wealthier Americans but these were 
due to end on January 1, 2013.

The Capitol Building, in Washington DC, where 
the two houses of Congress meet

The two main political parties in 
the U.S. are called the Democratic 
Party (Democrats) and the Republi-
can Party (Republicans). Mr. Obama 
is a member of the Democratic 
Party. The American Congress, or 
parliament, has two chambers or 
“houses”. The lower house is called 
the House of Representatives and 
the upper house the Senate. Cur-
rently the Republicans have more 
members in the House of Represen-
tatives but the Democrats have the 
majority in the Senate.

For several years, the U.S. has 
had a budget deficit. This means that 
in one year the government needs to 
spend more money, on things such 
as hospitals, the police, the military, 
road building, and education, than it 
collects in taxes. Like other coun-
tries if the U.S.’s government does 
not have enough money it has to 
borrow it.

The Republicans and Demo-
crats disagree about what should be 
done to reduce the country’s budget 

deficit, or the amount of money it is 
currently borrowing. These disagree-
ments meant that the arguments in 
Congress continued over the Christ-
mas and New Year holidays. This 
was why the vote to pass the act 
did not take place until the January 
1, deadline.

One way to reduce the U.S.’s 
debt and the amount of money it has 
to borrow is to raise the amount of 
tax people have to pay. Many Dem-
ocrats say that the fairest choice is to 
make many people who earn more 
than others pay more tax. Yet most 
Republicans disagree. They say that 
taxes should not be increased. They 
argue that the government wastes 
too much money, so the best way 
to reduce the debt is for the govern-
ment to spend less. However, all 
agree that the country’s economy 
needs to improve.

Eventually, to avoid the fiscal 
cliff, most Republicans in the House 
of Representatives agreed to vote 
for an increase in taxes, but only for 
very wealthy people. Both parties 
agreed that many of the government 
spending cuts, which were to start 
on January 1, would now be delayed 
for several months. 
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